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A  radio  talk  "by  Mrs.  Eowena  Sclimidt  Carpenter,  Buf-eau  of  iSonae  E5<5iiomics 
delivered  through  UHC  and  44  other  radio  statiore  associated  i^ith  the  national 
;  Broadcasting  Comapny,  in  the  Departraent  of  .A,>;ricr'J.ture  period  of  the  ITational  ^ 
Farraaad  Home  Hoiar,  Ilovernber  12,  1931... 


How  do  you  ,do,.  Homernakersl  - 

Have  all  of  you  heard  aoout  the  Round  the  TYorld  Boole  Fair?    If  not  hy 
.  that  enticing  nanie,  you  loiow  it  at  least  as  the  annual  CliLldren's  Book  '?eelc. 
It  is.  a  natipnal  celehration  that  "begins  in  just  three  days,  on  Sunday,  and 
lasts  the  whole. week,  fron  Uovenber  15  through  iMOvember  21.    Some  place  in 
■yo-ujT  neighTDorhopd,  ■  mayhe  in  the  school  or  the  comvjiity  center  "building,  per- 
.  haps  in  the  children*  s 'departnient  of.  the  church,  certainlj^  in'  the  piihlic  li- 
brary, there  will  be  -the  most  facinating:  Gamiva,l,  with  festive  booths  featur- 
ing books  of  many  lands i  '  To  inalte  tM    tour -around  the  v/orld  as  complete  as 
possible  for.  the  children,  there  will  be  a  booth  for  as  many  coimtries  as 
space,  permits.    Just  picture  for  a^.minTite.  how  gay  this  carnival  will  be  with 
perhaps  a  booth  decorated  to  r  emind  us. of  sunny  Italy,  another  of  France,  one 
of  India,  of  colorful -Czechoslovakia,,  and,  anotlier  o^f  the  . frozen  nortliLan.ds. 
j\nd  of 'course  at'the  beginii'ing  and;  end  of -carnival,  row,  or  in  the  middle  if 

■  it  is  . a  circle ;tour;^'  -there--will~be.  an  ra.ll-Amori can,  homeland  booth,  because 
the  trip .. from  land  to-'.,lan.d  througji  children* s  books,  starts  from  and  ^-ands  up 

.at  home.'.'.  ■'•  ■ 

Xt*"s:  a  b'fcautiftil'i.dea,  this  plan  to  .introduce  our  children  to  the  cusr- 
tous, .  the  history,  'the  poetry,.. and.  the.  fiction  of  other  countries, .  branching 
o^i.t  to  the' taost  distant  points"  on.  the  globe  with  inter c.st  radiating  from  a 
central  poiht,  the  native-  l&nd.,    The  possibilities  ar-e  Just  .endless  in  this 
exploration  of  the  delightful,  fields .  of  children Vs  literature.    For  even  the 
tiniest  tots  th-at  might  attend  a  celebration  .  away  from,  homo,  there  will  be 
unusual  picture  books,  ejid  for  the  youngest  readers,  fairy  talcs  ond  folk  lore 

■  with  colorful  Illustrations'.'    Stories.- of .  child  life  in,  other  co-an. tries,  bi- 
ographies, travel  books,  tales. o.f  the- •  doings  of 'world  heroes,  fiction  with 
an  historical  background,  -~  for  each  sex  aiid  every  age,  beginning  with  very 
youjig  childhood  and  continuing  throug.!  adolescence,  there  will  be  a  keen  in- 
terest in  this,  world  book  cruise.    And  this  period  of  international  stress  is 
an  ideal  time  to  inte-i^'est  children,  in  literature,  thg-t  . will  give  tliam  a  sympar- 
thetic  understanding  of  other  countries.  '  ' 

Perhaps  there  is  no  subject  that  forms  a  better  common  meeting  place, 
a  greater  overlapping  of  the  interests  of  teachers,  parents,  a:.ad  child  train- 
ing specialists  than  the  topic  of  children's  reading.    The  Child's  Bill  of 
Plights  of  the  TiThite  House  Conference  on  Claild  Health  and  Protection  embodies 
the  recommendations  of  the  Committee  on  Reading.    The  emphasis  placed  on  this 
subject  is  not  hard  to  understand  when  we  stop  to  think  that  books  fill  so 
many^ needs  in  the  life  of  the  diild,      For  recreation  and  education  alike,  they 
are  indispensable.    Aad  it  is  often  impossible  to  separate  one  of  these  func-i 
tions  from  the  other.    Thiiilc  of  the  travel  books,  the  historical  fiction,  and 
the  folk  lore  that  instruct  #iile  they  entertain.    But  mwch  more  s'abtle  in  its 
influence  is  the  effect  of  the  book  on  the  emotional  life  of  the  child,  on  has 
imagination,  his  love  of  adventure,  and  desire  for  romance.    There  arc  so  many 
excellent  volumes  to  put  into  the  hands  of  the  cMld  that  the  paj-ent,  teacher, 
friend,  relative,  or  libraricn, any  of  us  or  at  least  all  of  us  together,  can 
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direct  the  reading  interest  of  every  young  person  into  sono  usefrj.  and  delight- 
ful channel.    Because,  you  see,  there  is  no  boy  or  girl  T.lthout  a  reading 
interest.     If  you  thinlc  you  ktiow  one-,  choose  hin  or  her  to  "be  your  special 
guest  for  this  round  the  world  tour  during  the  children's  Dook  wcgIc,  and  you 
T7ill  find  that  it  was  only  necessarj'  to  arouse  a  sleeping  interest.  Ingenious 
teg^chers  and  lilDrariacis  have  a  way,  always,  of  finding  out  about  the  reading 
interests  of  cMldren  who  sean  to  have  none,  and  in  stinula^ting  the  tiny  spark 
when  .  they  find  it. 

One  authority  has  said  that  very  few  books  written  for  children  are 
dircctlj^  hejnful,  but  oh!  so  nany  of  then  arc  "'ondo  sir  able.    A  book  nay  be  pos- 
itively worthless  in  itself  or  be'  so  paltry  by  comparison  rdth  really  good 
books,  that  it  has  no  place  either  in  the  permanent  library  of  the  child  or 
on  hJLs  reading  list.    Stores  are  full  of  all  kinds  of  books,  good  ones  mixed 
in  with  the  poor  s"abstitutes  for  the  best  in  children's  literature,  and  that 
is         book  week  is  so  opportune,  ccnaing  just  at  this  tine  of  the  year  when 
man3^  of  us  are  plaiming  our  Chris tnas  shopping  lists.    I  hope  that  not  a  single 
one  of  you  who  is  listening  in  will  be  guilty  of  naking  an  unwise  selection 
of  a  child's  book  this  year,  whether-you  are  buying  it  or  borrowing  it  for 
hin.    Specialists  in  edu^cation  have  written  books  to  instruct  us  in  selecting 
suitable  literature  for  diildren.    Librarians  are  glad  to  help  us  find  such 
reference  books.    They  will  also  suggesj  lists  of  children's  -books  that  have 
been  carefully  made  up  with  the  edition  as  well  as  the  title  of  the  book 
given.      Sometines  the  edition  and  publisher  malce  all  of  the  difference  be- 
tween a  good  and  a  poor  book  of  the  same  title,      An.  exanple  of  the  Mnd  of 
list  I  nean  is  called  "Two  good  books  a  year  for  ny  child".      Aaother  is  the 
list  of  those  books  that  were  carefully  chosen  for  the  library  of  the  Sapidan 
Hiver  School  in  which  President  and  Mrs.  Hoover  are  interested.    The  list  is 
available,  too,  of  the  books  placed  in  the  IThlte  House  in  the  spring  of  1930, 
nald.ng  as  a  whole  a  nodel  hone  librsiry. 

If  you  dan  find  no  assistance  in  book  selection'  close  at  hone,  write 
to  the  iin3rican  Library  Association,  520  horth  Hichigaii  Avenue,  Claicago, 
Illinois,  for  infomation  that  will  help  you  nake  book  lovers  of  youx  children 
tlirough  directing  their  reading. 


Goodbye,  Honenakers,  ujitil  Thaiilcsgiving  Dayi 


